eTable. Characteristics of the study population by quartile of PATELLA lead levels, Normative Aging Study, Boston, Massachusetts, 2000-2004.

	
	Quartile of Patella lead level
	P value*

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Range ((g/g):
	( 10.2
	10.3 – 16.2
	16.3 – 25.7
	( 25.8
	

	
	(n=90)
	(n=94)
	(n=93)
	(n=92)
	

	
	Continuous variables; mean ±SD
	

	Tibia lead ((g/g)
	13.2 ±8.7
	15.5 ±8.1
	20.5 ±9.9
	30.6 ±16.0
	<.001

	Patella lead ((g/g)
	9.0 ±6.4
	20.1 ±5.1
	28.5 ±7.9
	45.8 ±14.4
	<.001

	Estimated patella lead ((g/g)
	5.7 ±4.3
	13.3 ±1.7
	20.5 ±2.8
	37.8 ±10.7
	<.001

	Age (years)
	71.6 ±6.9
	71.9 ±6.4
	73.1 ±6.6
	75.5 ±5.9
	<.001

	Body mass index (kg/m2)
	28.5 ±4.5
	27.7 ±4.1
	28.2 ±3.9
	27.2 ±3.3
	0.08

	Mean arterial blood pressure (mm Hg)
	93.2 ±10.1
	93.6 ±12.2
	93.4 ±10.9
	92.7 ±10.3
	0.76

	Heart rate (beat/min)
	70.5 ±7.5
	71.3 ±6.4
	70.7 ±6.3
	70.9 ±7.6
	0.86

	Fasting blood glucose (mg/dL)
	108.1 ±29.7
	106.4 ±33.3
	108.3 ±25.6
	106.3 ±24.4
	0.81

	Cholesterol (mg/dL)
	197.0 ±36.4
	189.8 ±36.4
	190.0 ±35.0
	189.4 ±38.3
	0.18

	HDL (mg/dL)
	47.9 ±15.2
	49.3 ±12.7
	48.2 ±14.8
	49.6 ±11.6
	0.55

	Triglyceride (mg/dL)
	138.6 ±76.2
	128.5 ±68.8
	129.4 ±69.6
	117.7 ±60.3
	0.06

	Cumulative traffic, vehicle-km
	1244 ±2559
	804 ±833
	1028 ±1056
	1093 ±1266
	0.77

	Heart Rate Variability
	
	
	
	
	

	    Log10 HF (msec2)
	1.89 ±0.66
	1.96 ±0.69
	1.88 ±0.66
	1.88 ±0.70
	0.78

	    Log10 LF (msec2)
	1.99 ±0.52
	2.01 ±0.49
	1.96 ±0.55
	1.93 ±0.57
	0.25

	
	
	

	
	Frequencies; no. (%)
	

	Smoking status
	
	
	
	
	

	     Never
	43 (47.8)
	26 (27.7)
	21 (22.6)
	28 (30.4)
	<.01†

	     Former
	44 (48.9)
	57 (25.0)
	67 (72.0)
	60 (65.2)
	

	     Current
	3 (3.3)
	11 (11.7)
	5 (5.4)
	4 (4.4)
	

	Pack-years of cigarette smoking
	
	
	
	
	

	     0
	43 (47.8)
	26 (27.7)
	21 (22.6)
	28 (30.4)
	<.01†

	     >0 – 29
	34 (37.8)
	42 (44.7)
	40 (43.0)
	34 (37.0)
	

	     (30 – 59
	10 (11.1)
	19 (20.2)
	26 (28.0)
	16 (17.4)
	

	     (60
	3 (3.3)
	7 (7.5)
	6 (6.5)
	14 (15.2)
	

	Education
	
	
	
	
	

	     Less than high school diploma
	3 (3.3)
	11 (11.7)
	9 (9.7)
	14 (15.2)
	<.01†

	     High school diploma & some college
	46 (51.1)
	56 (59.6)
	60 (64.5)
	61 (66.3)
	

	     (4 years of college
	41 (45.6)
	27 (28.7)
	24 (25.8)
	17 (18.5)
	

	Alcohol intake (( 2 drinks/day) 
	11 (12.2)
	22 (23.4)
	15 (16.1)
	23 (25.0)
	0.10

	Diabetes mellitus
	15 (16.7)
	16 (17.0)
	24 (25.8)
	21 (22.8)
	0.15

	Ischemic heart disease
	23 (25.6)
	28 (29.8)
	27 (29.0)
	35 (38.0)
	0.09

	Hypertension
	56 (62.2)
	66 (70.2)
	70 (75.3)
	68 (73.9)
	0.06

	Use of (-blocker
	24 (26.7)
	34 (36.2)
	37 (40.0)
	33 (35.9)
	0.16

	Use of calcium-channel blocker
	18 (20.0)
	11 (11.7)
	15 (16.1)
	10 (10.9)
	0.17

	Use of ACE inhibitor
	15 (16.7)
	23 (24.5)
	19 (20.4)
	18 (19.6)
	0.82

	Use of statin
	28 (31.1)
	39 (41.5)
	37 (39.8)
	37 (40.2)
	0.27


HDL indicates high density lipoprotein; HF, high frequency; LF, low frequency; ACE, angiotensin converting enzyme.
*P for trend, except where indicated.

†P-value for chi-square test.
